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· He is currently quit growing and is quite small for his age.  
· He has fusion from C3-C7 which will put extra stress on the vertebrae above and below that area which will lead to degenerative disc disease.  This does cause debilitating pain for any individual who experiences it.  Individuals born with fusion will feel the effects of this much earlier than a normal individual.  There is no treatment or prevention other than PT that can be done at this time.
· He has scoliosis in his back along with several abnormal bones making up the structure.  Currently its stable.
· He has Duane Syndrome which has no treatment but effects the movement of his eyes, depth perception and possibly causes double vision.
· He does have low muscle tone which cannot be cured but we can keep his activity level high to build strength in the surround muscles to help him compensate appropriately.  We do PT and OT for this.  We also do ST since this also effects the muscles in his mouth. 
· He does suffer hearing loss when the tubes are not working properly in his ears.  He is on his second set and will have another set before the end of this year.
· All of his organs seem to be intact and developed properly at this time.
I think that covers it, maybe not.   Its even hard for me to keep up at times.  What does all of this mean for Thomas?  We really don't know…

The other question I often get is "How is he doing?".  I take a deep breathe, smile and say "He's good".  He is, isn't he?  He is running, jumping, climbing all over the place just like every mom wants their two year old to act.  He is talking and learning new words, expressing himself more and more each day.  He eats when he wants too, drinks when he wants too and pouts when he doesn't.  He has an infectious laugh and has become quite good at entertaining himself and others.  People seem instantly drawn to him and I hope that is something he always carries with him in his life.  His therapist are amazed at his progress and how well he is doing in his latest challenges, despite his setbacks he is meeting age appropriate goals.  Speech is still a process but we aren't worried, he's 2!  We have no doubt he is intelligent and will get it in time.  We know other issues may still arise during his life and are prepared to meet each challenge as they present themselves.  
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